CHAPTER V
THE OLD GODS AND THE NEW
IN the year that Augustine came to Rome there was   unusual   excitement   in    the   eternal    city. Christianity had opened in earnest its legislative war upon the old religion.    The long peace that had endured since the death of Julian had  been broken    by  a   severe   blow   at    the   prestige   of paganism.    Gratian had been induced to confiscate the revenues of the temples, and to annul the civic and political privileges of the pontiffs and the  vestal virgins.    This  was  in 382,;   Gratian was   betrayed  and   slain  in  the   following   year. But when the pagan chiefs approached the boy-emperor, his successor, it was only to receive a resolute  confirmation of the decree.    Augustine came  to  Rome   in   the   midst   of the  profound agitation which was caused by this change in the imperial policy.
In  a bucolic poem which seems to have been